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Title 3—The President Proc. 9159 

the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2014 as Na-
tional Preparedness Month. I encourage all Americans to recognize the im-
portance of preparedness and work together to enhance our national secu-
rity, resilience, and readiness. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9159 of August 29, 2014 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Prostate cancer is one of the most common cancers among American men. 
They are fathers, brothers, and sons—and this year, more than 230,000 of 
them are expected to be diagnosed with this disease. During National Pros-
tate Cancer Awareness Month, we honor all those whose lives have been 
touched by this disease, and we renew our commitment to reducing its 
devastating impact through more effective prevention, detection, and treat-
ment. 

Since the mid-1990s, the mortality rate for prostate cancer has fallen, but 
too many men—an estimated 29,000 this year—will die from this disease, 
and even more are at risk. Increased awareness can help these men make 
informed choices about their health. While the exact causes of prostate can-
cer remain unknown, medical research has identified well-established risk 
factors with which men should be familiar, including age, family history, 
and race. I encourage all men, especially those at higher risk, to talk with 
their doctors about how prostate cancer could affect them. 

My Administration continues to invest in critical research to help better 
prevent this disease and treat it with fewer side effects, and to further our 
understanding of the disproportionate impact prostate cancer has on Afri-
can-American men. As part of the Affordable Care Act, more options for 
quality, affordable health coverage are available and new protections are in 
place, expanding access to life-saving care for millions of Americans, in-
cluding those impacted by prostate cancer. Insurance companies can no 
longer deny coverage due to a pre-existing condition, such as cancer, or 
deny participation in an approved clinical trial for any life-threatening dis-
ease. And men fighting prostate cancer are no longer faced with annual or 
lifetime dollar limits on coverage that could disrupt their treatments. 

Even as we continue the urgent work of improving care, too many lives 
will be disrupted and too many families will experience the pain of pros-
tate cancer. But we must remain steadfast in our commitment to ease the 
burden of this disease, and every day we must continue to work toward 
a future free from cancer in all its forms. 
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This month, as we come together to raise awareness about prostate cancer, 
we remember those we lost to this disease. Let us support the patients who 
continue to battle this cancer each day and the families who stand by their 
side, and recognize the tireless work of our Nation’s health care providers, 
researchers, and advocates. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2014 as Na-
tional Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. I encourage all citizens, govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, non-profit organizations, and other 
groups to join in activities that will increase awareness and prevention of 
prostate cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9160 of August 29, 2014 

National Wilderness Month, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Fifty years ago, a forward-thinking Nation came together, a President put 
pen to paper, and a great society secured an enduring gift for future genera-
tions. Signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson on September 3, 1964, the 
Wilderness Act and the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act began a 
new era of American conservation. Together, they set aside an initial 9.1 
million acres of Federal land for the use and enjoyment of the American 
people and recognized our obligation to preserve a piece of our original 
and unspoiled splendor for posterity. For the first time, our Nation defined 
vast stretches of our continent as wilderness and codified the simple 
premise that when we take something from the earth, we have a responsi-
bility to give something back. On the anniversary of this environmental 
milestone, we reflect on our rich tradition of stewardship, which has pre-
served the wild and scenic places we enjoy today, and renew our commit-
ment to advancing our country’s legacy of conservation in our own time. 

Our Nation’s wilderness shaped the growth of our country and the char-
acter and spirit of our people. Early pioneers explored its expanse as they 
pushed westward, and its natural bounty sustained settlers who found new 
land and new opportunities for prosperity. Today our vast wilderness— 
which has grown to more than 109 million protected acres—provides lab-
oratories for our researchers and classrooms for our students pursuing new 
frontiers of science, medicine, and technology. This land is the habitat for 
our Nation’s diverse flora and fauna and refuge for Americans of all ages. 
And it supports recreation and tourism that strengthen our economy. 
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